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Effective Differentiation Model 

ÅClimate and Culture 
ïDiversity 

ïChallenge 

ïHigh expectations 

ïRisk-taking 

ïInstruction through assessment 

ïInstruction through procedures and routines 

ïA community of learners 

ïExcellence in teaching 
 

 

Learner Outcomes 

 

Planning  

ÅWhat do I want students to know, understand, or to be able to do? 

Preassessment 

ÅWho already knows and understands the information and/or can do it? 
Who needs additional support in order to know, understand, and/or 
demonstrate the skills? 

Differentiation 

ÅWhat can I do for him, her, or them so they can make continuous 
progress and extend their learning?  
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Instructional dimensions 

Teachers can differentiateé 
 

Content 

ÅWhat do you 
want the 
students to 
know? 

Process 

ÅWhat do you 
want the 
students to 
do 
cognitively 
with what 
they know? 

Product  

ÅHow can 
students 
demonstrate 
what theyôve 
learned? 

Assessment 

ÅHow do you 
assess what 
has been 
learned? 

Differentiation strategies 

 òA teacher who differentiates 

 effectively matches the content (basic 

 to complex), the level of the thinking 

 process, the sophistication and choice 

 of the product, and/or the assessment 

 to the student or cluster of students.ó 

    (Roberts & Inman, 2013, p.2) 
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The match is key! 

 

Strategy: 

Venn Diagram 
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What Is It? 

ÅDifferentiation of process 

ÅVaried tiers of complexity 

ÅEqual participation 

ÅEqual time usage 

What Does It Look Like? 
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Cherokee 
Navajo 
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WHAT IF THE OVALS DONõT WORK 

FOR YOU? 

Try letters or boxes! 
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When Do I Use It? 

In Differentiating Process  
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Variations: Add Student  

Klaus 

Count 

Olaf 

Student 

Use Past, Present, and Future 

Count Olaf Elderly 

Count 

Olaf 

Young Count Olaf 
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Give Students a Word Bank 
Klaus 

Count 

Olaf 

Violet 

WORD BANK 
 

ÅAdventurous 

ÅCaring 

ÅClever 

ÅGreedy 

ÅIntelligent 

ÅIntuitive 

ÅInventive  

ÅLoyal 

ÅProblem-solving 

ÅNurturing  

ÅRuthless 

ÅSneaky  

ÅStubborn 

ÅUnlucky 

ÅVirtuous 
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When Do I Use It? 

In-class individual and/or 
group activities 

Types of Rocks 

Sedimentary 

 

Igneous 
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Pair Students Completing One 

Oval 
Sedimentary Igneous 

Sedimentary 
Igneous 

Metamorphic 

Sedimentary Igneous 

Metamorphic Minerals 
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When Do I Use It? 

Out-of-class 

individual activity 
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How Do I Use the Strategy? 

ÅAsk yourself: What concepts do I want 
everyone to know when they walk out the 
door? 

ÅDecide the focus 

ÅHold everyone responsible 

ÅDecide levels and grouping 

ÅDistribute rubrics (number and accuracy) 

ÅInclude everyone in discussion 
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A Mathematical Note 
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ACTIVITY 

Create a differentiated lesson using the Venn 

diagram. Begin with three ovals. 

Westward 

Expansion 
Settler 

Explorer Cattleman 
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Strategy: 

Bloom Chart 

Quick Refresher 

              Old  

ÅEvaluation 

ÅSynthesis 

ÅAnalysis 

ÅApplication 

ÅComprehension 

ÅKnowledge 

 

         New 

ÅCreate 

ÅEvaluate 

ÅAnalyze 

ÅApply 

ÅUnderstand 

ÅRemember 
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Which level of Bloomôs Taxonomy? 

ÅCreate a brochure explaining the Presidentõs duties 

and the duties of his/her cabinet. 

ÅDesign and construct a poster defining 

quadrilaterals. Include at least five examples. 

ÅDressing as a character in the story, describe 

yourself and the role you play in the story to the 

class. 

ÅWrite and illustrate a childrenõs book outlining the 

parts of speech. The book will be presented to a 

third-grade classroom. 

How can level up/provide challenge? 

Dressing as a character in the story, describe 

yourself and the role you play in the story to the 

class. 
Å Dressing as a character in the story, explain why you acted the 

way you did in a pivotal point in the story. 

Å Dressing as a character in the story, imagine that you acted the 

opposite way you did in a pivotal point in the story. Predict how 

this would have changed the outcome. 

Å Dressing as a character in the story, analyze the relationship you 

had with two others characters. Explain why your relationships 

were the way they were. 
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 Be sure to examine 

 each task through a 

 Bloomõs lens. Donõt 

 be fooled by word 

 choice. 

What is a Bloom Chart? 

ÅSame topic, different process (verb), 
content (basic or complex), and/or 
product choices 

ÅLearning experiences match what 
students know and are able to do 

ÅMatch encourages continued 
progress  
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Bloom Chart 

 

Fractions 




