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2011 NAGC Arts Network 

Presenter Schedule 

This year the Arts Network is presenting one of our finest 
programs ever, with a variety of experts presenting on 
creative writing, dance, music, theatre, and the visual arts. 
It is because of the continued support by individuals such 
as our dedicated member that make such an impressive 
line up possible. Please help support the Arts Network and 
our fantastic presenters by attending as many of these 
sessions as possible. 
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Consectetuer: 

From the Chair 
Stephen T. Schroth, Knox College 

 
 

Over the past year, the membership of the Arts 
Network has increased from 70 to 237 members. While this 
increase is due in part to the new National Association for 
Gifted Children (NAGC) membership policies, it also I think 
indicates an increasing desire amongst many of us who work 
with gifted children to see them provided with more 
opportunities to engage in and explore creative writing, 
dance, music, theatre, and the visual arts. As we gather 
shortly in New Orleans, that great center of the arts and 
gathering place for creative individuals, the Arts Network is 
in a stronger position than it has been in years. This is due to 
you, its members, who have worked so hard to ensure that 
the arts are included in the curriculum for all gifted students. Thank you for 
your hard work and dedication, it has done much to improve the lives of 
children everywhere.  
This year’s NAGC convention promises to be one of the best yet. Included in 
this newsletter is a list of the many exciting presentations that are sponsored by 
the Arts Network. A great deal of appreciation is due to the members who 
submitted proposals and have made the effort to come to New Orleans to share 
their expertise. Please try to attend as many of these sessions as you are able. I 
know that you will find them all magically rewarding and will provide you with 
many great ideas that you can take home to your classrooms and schools. What 
is especially exciting is the broad range of ideas that are being shared in these 
sessions. Suggestions abound regarding how to build or improve programs that 
focus on creative writing, dance, music, theatre, and the visual arts with children 
of all ages. For those of you interested in incorporating the arts into your 
language arts, mathematics, science, or social studies instruction, a bevy of ideas 
on how to do so are also provided in these sessions. Many important 
connections can be made with colleagues across the nation, so please take the 
opportunity to introduce yourself to as many of your colleagues as possible. 
Many lasting friendships and collaborations have been made in this way. 
 The Arts Network was also pleased to, in collaboration with the Special 
Schools Network, sponsor an evening at the New Orleans Center for Creative 
Arts (NOCCA). NOCCA is one of the finest arts conservatories for children 
enrolled in grades 9 through 12 in the nation. Offering regional, pre-professional 
training in dance, media arts, music (classical, jazz, and vocal), theatre arts 
(drama, musical theatre, and theatre design), visual arts, and creative writing, 
NOCCA has graciously opened its beautiful facilities for members of the Arts 
Network and others to see the cutting edge work they are doing. Please try to 
join us on Thursday, November 3, 2011, from 7:20 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. for an 
evening will include transportation, refreshments, and tours of the NOCCA 
facility. Space is limited, so please sign up today. 
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Torrance Legacy Visual Arts Awards 

 

For the past several years, Professor Joan Franklin 
Smutny of the Center for Gifted—a Northern Illinois 
University Partner has done a tremendous job 
instituting the Torrance Legacy Awards for Creative 
writing, begun to honor and celebrate the great legacy of 
educator and creativity pioneer Dr. E. Paul Torrance, 
author of more than 2,000 tests, articles and books. This 
year, the Arts Network assisted in the inaugural 
Torrance Legacy Awards for the Visual Arts, sponsored 
by Scholastic Testing Services, Inc.; the National 
Association for Gifted Children (NAGC); the Center for 
Gifted—a Northern Illinois University Partner; Knox 
College; the Torrance Center for Creativity and Talent 
Development; Future Problem Solving Program 
International; Ignite Creative Learning Studio; and the 
Creativity Network. Please make an effort to view some 
of the outstanding work submitted by students from 
around the globe, which is available through the 
generosity of these sponsors. 

Next year Professor John P. Gaa of the University of 
Houston will take over as Chair of the Arts Network. I 
hope you all will give him the level of support that you 
have provided me. The generous donation of time that 
many of you give to the network makes a tremendous 

difference. We should be proud of all we have 
accomplished and keep striving to make our network 

NAGC’s best. Again, thank you for all you do. 

This year the Arts Network sponsored, along with Scholastic Testing Services, Inc.; the National 
Association for Gifted Children (NAGC); the Center for Gifted— Northern Illinois University 
Partner; Knox College; the Torrance Center for Creativity and Talent Development; Future 
Problem Solving Program International; Ignite Creative Learning Studio; and the Creativity 
Network, the inaugural Torrance Legacy Visual Arts Awards. Building upon Joan Franklin 
Smutny’s stalwart leadership in developing the Torrance Legacy Creative Writing Awards, the 
visual arts awards recognize children’s creativity.  

Students were able to submit photographs of any 2D or 3D visual art, including without limitation 
painting, collage, printmaking, photography, sculpture, ceramics, or other related work. 
Submissions focused on one of the following creative themes: Magic of Adventure; Serendipity; 
Beyond the Horizon; Unexpected Answers; Nothing Set in Stone; and Creating Solutions. Students 
were encouraged to freely interpret these themes. Students were able to apply to both the creative 
writing and visual art competitions. Each student could submit only one submission for the 
category of 2D or 3D art or both. 
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 It is with great pride that we present the 

following: 
 
2011 Torrance Legacy Visual Arts Awards 
 
Grades 2 & 3 
First Place: Margaret Boersma (3) 
Second Place: Maya Hunter (2) 
Third Place: Kennedy Dickerson (3) 
 
Grades 4 & 5 
First Place: Thea Musolino (4) 
Second Place: Matthew Sadler (4) 
Third Place: Isabella Taylor (5) 
 
Grades 6 through 8 
First Place: Er Huiling (8) 
Second Place: Wan Qian Hui (8) 
Third Place: Annabell Tan (8) 
 
Grades 9 through 12 
First Place: Jenny Chan (10) 
Second Place: Miki Delap (12) 
Third Place: Rachel Cottrell (9) 
 
 
 

 

Evening at New Orleans Center for Creative Arts 
On Thursday, November 3, 2011, the Arts Network 
and the Special Schools Network will jointly sponsor a 
special evening at the New Orleans Center for 
Creative Arts (NOCCA), Louisiana’s arts conservatory 
for children enrolled in grades 9 through 12. NOCCA 
offers regional, pre-professional training in dance, 
media arts, music (classical, jazz, and vocal), theatre 
arts (drama, musical theatre, and theatre design), 
visual arts, and creative writing. Founded in 1973, 
NOCCA is dedicated to excellence and opportunity, 
as its graduates such as Wynton and Branford 
Marsalis, Harry Connick, Jr., Terence Blanchard, 
Nicholas Payton, Jeanne-Michele Charbonnet, 
Wendell Pierce, and Saints former cornerback Ashley 
Ambrose can attest. The evening will include 
transportation, refreshments, and tours of the 
NOCCA facility. Please join us for this fabulous 
opportunity to observe one of the United States’ finest 
K-12 arts special schools. Space is limited. 

 


