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Purpose of the workshop

¢ Participants will be able to:

-- apply: principles; off differentiation
to key problems in responding to
gitted student needs,

--remodel activities to make them
MOrE diffierentiated, ana

——Feflect onreotherrapplicaticons: off
diifierentiation:




Critical Characteristics of the Gifted
Learner On Which: Differentiation Is
Based

¢ Precocious
¢ Complex

¢ Intense power of concentration
¢ Creative

¢ Abstract conceptualizer

¢ Others: interest in study of
people et al.




Learner Characteristics and
Corresponding Emphases in the
Curriculum

THE LEARNER THE CURRICULUM

Précogcity. > Advanced Content

IRtERSItY. > Process/product depth
CORSICErAtIoNS

Complexity > [SsUesy/concepts/themesy.

ideas across domains of
IEaring




What Is Differentiation?

TThe process of differentiation Is the
deliperate; adaptation and
modification) of the curriculum
Instructional processes), and
assessments to respond to the needs
Ol gliited IEarRErs.




What is taught

Curriculum

Assessment Instruction How it is

What is learned

delivered




Differentiation Among Gifted
Learners: Implications for
Curriculum Differentiation

Abel (Age 14)

¢ Is enrolled in Year 1 of a foreign language; regular
SUMMENR programi participant; endagdges ini diamay;
placed in spellingl bees at regional level.

& EXercises strong opiniens; about literature and
WHItIng; demoenstrates adult reading comprenension
and masterg oi literary, elements Inreraill anal Wiritten
FOrmis; exnibitstmighly: capabler tuser of languagerin all
19a51IC fOrmMS G WHEING gi.e., narracive, infermational,
EXPOSIEORY, PErStasIVE

What does Abel need?




Adrienne (Age 14)

¢ Is bilingual and enrolled in Year 4 of a second
foreign language; has traveled to the relevant
country and visited authors” homes andl work-
sites; has won multiple writing awards; has a five
vear hlstory of theater credits:

¢ [Designs and implements: a literary: study: en a
PErOd, author or subject/theme ol 6,000-7,000
Words, that is puUBlished: by a literary. Journal

What does Adrienne need?




What is Differentiated Curriculum for
the Gifted?

Features:
¢ Acceleration
» Complexity

¢ Depth

» Challenge
o Creativity,
¢ Abstiraction




Differentiation Feature:
Acceleration

¢ Fewer tasks assigned to master
standard

¢ Assessed earlier or prior to teaching

¢ Clustered by higher order thinking
skills
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Example of differentiated task

¢ Pretest student knowledge and skills
of statistics.

¢ Group studentss by results of the
pretest in groups ofi 4. Provide
streamiined Instruction for the tep
group.

¢ Provide task demands) fior the top

group, Usingrar proplemseiving
2 PPEaCHL




¢ [ask demand: Use statistics
(le.mean, median, mode, frequeEnCIES
and percentages) te analyze one of
the follewing, data sets), prepare

graphsi te liustrate youl:
URderstanding e the data, and
PrEsEnt finaings N ar presentation to
e schonIFat ar SCIERCE SY/MPOSIUIm:




¢ Health care expenses for people in
each decade of life from 10 to 90
years of the for the years 2006-
2008,

@) 34
¢ Auto sales in Brunei by car type

across 10/ years compared te world
sales for those same car makes,

OR

¢ 1 0ryvear trends inr salary INCrEASES O
diffierent sectors o the BruRnel
ECONGIIV-A




Follow-up questions to consider:

» What woeuld you predict would be the
trend for your' data over the next 5

Vears?
¢ How would Vour estimate; it

9 W hat factors Wouldimfiluencer it?




Problem

Using acceleration strategies, how
couldl we differentiate a spelling

Program oFr a Vocapulary,
development prodram forthe
giiited?




Differentiation Feature:
Complexity

o Used multiple higher level skills
¢ Added more variables to study.
¢» Required multiple resources
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Example of differentiated task

» Analyze the social, political, and
economic issues; that influenced
three ancient civilizations: Egyptian,
Greek, and Roman. Synthesize their
IRFUence on each culture and
evaltiate heow eachisste contrivuted
{o the decline off each’ culture. Use at
lEast 5 SpUFCES) (Gne) primary) te
SUPstantiate Vot eclaimsin a 6-pade
hESEalCh PaPELr:




Problem

How can we make the following
activity more complex?

Read one text on Worlar\Warr Il
andlanswerthe eliowing
guestionss Whe was Invelved?
What WEre the; calses and
fesuits? .




Differentiation Feature:
Depth

¢ Studied a concept in multiple
applications

¢ Conducted original research
¢ Developed al product:

Center for Gifted Education — School of Education — The College of William and Mary




Example of differentiated task

¢ How could the concept of systems
help us understand the, fiollowing 3
applied scientific topics: swine fiu,
animal extinction, and weather
patterns? Diagram the elements,
Interactions, BeUndaries, nputs amnd
EUtPULST alffecting Each OfF the, thrEE
ahNarcOMmpPaKe:




¢ Choose one of these topics and
research key questions of interest.
Develop a brochure te share with the
general public on your findings.




Problem

How: camn we deepen student
understanding of the concept of
change as it applies; to scientific

toplcs?




Differentiation Feature:
Challenge

¢ Advanced resources employed
¢ Sophisticated content stimulil used
¢ Cross-disciplinary: applications made

¢» Reasoningl made explicit
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Example of differentiated task

¢ Read selected works by 3 Nobel prize
winners in literature and research
hew the theme of man’s Inhumanity:
te mani is used How' can this theme
e applied tor art of the period), to
World poeliticalrtpheavals; and: to
SECIall INJUSEICE IR CRe WRTER 'S COURtEY.
Ol orIgin?Z What eVidence exists to
SHOWSRoWstheralthewWashnHtEenced
P\ these clltliralFcCORNECEIONS?




Problem

How' can we challenge students in
their understanding of

“language ?




Differentiation Feature:
Creativity

¢ Designed/constructed a model based
ON pPrinciples or criteria

¢ Provided alternatives for tasks,

products, and assessments

» Emphasized oral and Written
communication to a real=woxrid
audience
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Example of differentiation

¢ Design an art product (your choeice of
a Vase, a painting, or' a collage of
found objects) to demonstrate your
Understanding of the elements of
color, balance, PErSPEective;, and
theme. Wirite an artist's statement
aboUt Vouart elject that
SVAERESIZES S ieatures andl sitlates
IR 2Rt artIStic Craditions  EXnIE /o
Woerkeatarlieecal mitsSeimL




Problem

o \What would be design; specifications
for students creating an ideal
playground?

¢ IHow might cheice be; employed?

o \Who could be thelr realfalidience?




gifferentiatec
approach, based on the
following scenario...

¢ \What ideas do you have for Mr.
Atwell?




The Value of Teaching/Learning
Models

¢ Provide specifications for creative
Work

¢ Elevate the level of the work

¢ Provide purpoese and diFection for
PIOJECES




Quest Model for Creative Writing

The Hero Encounters a
(Create a problem or

character with challenge
heroic (Define the
qualities.) challenge.)

Has exploits that
test his/her
commitment to
the quest.

(Define
adventures/people/
situations
encountered.)

Goes on a journey to
seek answers to the
problem/challenge

(Define the journey
[internal or external] in
respect to type,
duration, and purpose
of the quest.)

Returns home with the
solution, answers, and/or
wisdom from the journey

(Define the outcomes of the
quest in respect to new
understandings, insights, and
tangible rewards for the hero.)

VanTassel-Baska, J (2007)




Hamburger Model for Persuasive Writing

Introductlon
(State an opinion.)

Elaboration Elaboratlon Elaboration

/

Reason Reason

Elaboration Elaboratlon Elaboratlon

< Conclusion>




Remodel the following project to
make It more differentiated for the
gifted:

Author Study Contract

Select a book to read by a given date and provide me
with the name of the; book.

Choeoese twoe among the following activities tor do:

1. Create a mindmap: off ai character in respect to
pErsenality, appeEarance, Preferences ete.

2., Choose a passade fifom your book and explain Its
MEaNINGS 1IN VoUuF own Words.\

3. IIWI|| drraw: a cComiic strHpr OF story: map), eutiining the
plet:

4, IbWiLI dESIgN 2l POSLER OGN thiel COMmPULER te) adVErRtISENMY,
0)0),<

5 wWiliBwiriterardigliegue that s wWillFrelerplay




What inquiry approach might be
used to enhance the Author Study
Contract?

¢ Question-asking (prepare guestion
clusters)

¢ Proplem-based learning (create an
lI=structured proeplem))

¢ A research moedel (provide; the
Scallield ter condUCE researkreh’)

¢ IHigher order skillst (User Bleem: asia
SCalivlartererganize the contiract)




Example Remodeled Activity

¢ Students may choose one of the
following authoers and read at least
three books or stories by the chosen
author: Twain, Melville, Hawthoerne.

» Analyze; eachl reading usingl a
iterature; Webr that exploeres theme,
IMages) and sy/mbols, and structUres

¢ Using the c

Uest moedel, emulate thie

stylereifvoelirautnorimra L0 page

StORYA




Rubric dimensions

¢ |_evel of understanding of the
author’s use of theme, Images and
symbols, and structure

¢ lIransierence off auther's style; to
ONE’s oW Writing

¢ Creative Interpretation: of the guest
Mede]

9 Use OfF effiective Vecabulary and
|zlplejtizlefe




What Differentiation is NOT

¢ Choice alone
¢ Project work for its own sake

¢ Independent stldent contracts) that
arelli-conceved




What Makes Differentiation Work?

¢ Diagnostic assessment of functional
level off skillsi and resultant
modification off curriculum

¢ Grouping gifited learners using a
FESEakC-Dased appreach

¢ Using research-basead materials
9 ASSEssing advanced learning




Using Cluster Grouping

¢» Keep groups small (2-5)

¢ llarget instruction in areas of
advanced learning; capacity.

¢ Provide direct and facilitated
IAStrUCtIon:

¥ Provide at least 2 oS, pER a2y, off
grouped nstruction:




Questions for discussion

o What problems and issues arose as
Vou were working on the
differentiation activities?

¢ [HOW! can’ You| reselve; them:?




Reflections on differentiation--

How' does learning for students
change because off the
moedifications you have made?

IHeW: ias your thinking changed
about curricUlitmras al result of
differentiation strategy: Use?




