Dear Editor:

This coming week, our nation will celebrate National Parenting Gifted Children Week to bring broader awareness to the joys – and challenges – of raising a gifted child.

At first glance, many people may think parenting a gifted child is about as challenging as a world-class chef deciding what to make for dinner. But, as the parent of a gifted child, I know that this amazing joy is not without its share of hardship. 

Our education system – from the nation’s capital to the state capitals, down to individual school districts – fails to provide an adequate investment in our most advanced students. Gifted education resources are often the first on the chopping block during budget battles due, in part, to the pervasive and damaging myth that “gifted children will do fine on their own.” 

As my fellow parents know, many advanced children have unique learning and social and emotional needs that require differentiated resources and tools in order to garner an effective response. In addition to a challenging curriculum, the most important resource is a qualified teacher specifically trained to work with advanced learners. Unfortunately, nearly two-thirds of all teachers have little to no training in meeting the needs of our most capable learners, which results in students languishing in classrooms.
Ultimately, the gifted children who lose out are from underserved and disadvantaged backgrounds. While more affluent families can supplement what schools offer, students whose families lack the means are dependent exclusively on what the education system provides. For many, this means that high-ability children will go unidentified and unserved.

To truly celebrate the richness of parenting a gifted child and to set our sites on excellence, I urge our policymakers at all levels to increase the investment in and attention to gifted and talented children.

Sincerely,

YOUR NAME 

ADDRESS 

