Dear Editor: 
As a [parent/other relative/teacher] of a gifted child(ren), I’d like to applaud National Parenting Gifted Children Week, July 17 -23, sponsored by Supporting Emotional Needs of Gifted Children (SENG).  Parents of gifted children often walk a difficult road – needing to combat the common misunderstandings around gifted education with both educators and other parents, yet feeling they have to be careful how they present both the joys and challenges of raising their high-ability children.  Perhaps the fear of speaking directly about giftedness helps explain why gifted and high-ability children are largely ignored in many school districts. That, together with the myth that “smart kids don’t need support,” results in many gifted learners being left to teach themselves or deal with mind numbing boredom during the school day.
Inadequate investment in gifted programs and teacher training often leads to underachievement and high drop-out rates for this student population. Can we really say that the gifts and talents of these children are not critically important to the success of our country?
Yet, instead of demanding that every student excel, enormous resources are aimed at those at the lowest end, while the needs of other students go unmet.  The result is a national achievement level of which none should be proud.  Our education policies have simply lowered the bar; our nation is settling for a grade of, at best, “average.” Some families are fortunate to have the means to compensate for the national underinvestment in gifted education and can pay for enrichment opportunities. However, this is not the case for many advanced students. The most vulnerable students are those high-ability learners from underserved and disadvantaged backgrounds whose families lack these resources and who may have an even harder time making the case in their schools and neighborhoods for appropriate education for their children.
While many have been encouraged by the progress of our struggling students, no one wants it to be done at the expense of other students. All children child deserve an education that matches their abilities.  It’s time our policymakers show a commitment to excellence.  

Sincerely,

YOUR NAME

ADDRESS

