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As a child, I did not have much
exposure to the arts. We had a few
record albums--those now collectable
vinyls. I had some minor exposure to
music and art in school, but nothing of
significance. I unsuccessfully attempted
to play the clarinet in 6th grade and
was asked not to sing aloud in the
church choir while in high school. But
I did enjoy music, theatre.and movies. I
didn’t visit an art museum until after I
was out of high school.

For all that I lacked growing
up, as a parent (now grandparent) and
as an educator, I have encouraged chil-
dren to participate in the arts as a natu-
ral part of growing up. I have seen the
arts impact children positively so many
times that I can’t count them.

It doesn’t seem to matter
whether it is music, visual art, theatre,
dance or computer graphics. The chil-

dren learn perseverance, are more
accepted for their gifts, take risks,
express themselves in a safe environ-
ment and realize that hard work leads
to success.

The included article in the issue
is on the value of the arts in education.
Please take the time to read it and pon-
der all the possibilities for the children
you love. Then ponder the effects of
not having exposure to the arts.

If it has not already happened
in your schools, the time may soon be
here when a proposal will be made to
cut band or elementary art classes.
Arm yourself with information and
put on your advocacy hat. Then head
to the next school board meeting to
keep arts in our schools.

Take time to expose your child
to something artsy: a concert, art class,
stage play or ....

Focus on The Arts
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Creativity is allowing yourself to
make mistakes.  Art is knowing

which ones to keep.  
~Scott Adams
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Capturing the
Moment
(Editor’s note: This column is
for short articles on experi-
ences you have had with your
children. Unfortunately I did
not receive any this month. To
keep this section from being
blank next month (or from
hearing my stories) please send
me a short piece about when
you were CCaappttuurriinngg tthhee
MMoommeenntt.. I am re-running last
month’s submission.))

Recently, my son and I
attended a workshop on water-
sheds and how to build a rain bar-
rel. My son has been interested in
the environment since he was
quite young. As many kids like
him, he is quite skilled at multi-
tasking. Although he took in
most of the information about
how to build a rain barrel, he
spent most of the time watching
the birds which were flying
around right outside the open
door. As we left the workshop, he
stopped to stalk a swallow
perched on a bluebird box, so that
he could get some great photos of
it. This led to a discussion with a
couple other workshop attendees,
who also happened to be serious
birders. They admired my son’s
photography skills with the swal-
low. As we talked, they realized
that he is quite the amateur birder
and we ended up birding with
them for about an hour.

During that hour, my son
learned more about birds than he
learned about science topics all
year in school. He also had the
opportunity to share his enthusi-
asm for a subject and his knowl-
edge with people who were just as
enthused as he was. This is not
something which routinely hap-
pens at school, where his friends
complain of his “obsession” with
birds and his teachers ask him to

show his math work on his paper,
instead of his intricate drawings
of everything ornithological. He
enthusiastically shared his knowl-
edge of birds and received some
wonderful mentoring in that hour
which passed too quickly. Equally
as important, his love of birds
had the right audience and was
well-received. He was, in educa-
tional terms, spending time with
“intellectual peers.”

Opportunities are where
you find them. Parents can do a
lot towards fostering these oppor-
tunities, which can be more valu-
able learning experiences than the
most highly- touted summer
camps for gifted kids. A walk in
the woods becomes a lesson
about insect taxonomy. A hike in
the mountains becomes a lesson
in angle of ascent or how to read
topographical maps. A trip to
learn how to build a rain barrel
becomes moments of sheer joy as
my child is enraptured by the div-
ing, spinning nighthawks grabbing
insects on the wing, right above
his head on a clear spring evening;
surrounded by people who just
like him are not even bothering to
wave the insects away from their
faces as they gaze skyward and
smile.

Gigi Gerben, MS-Ed. is an educator
and writer who spends time gleefully
grabbing the opportunities which abound
in Western PA. 

National
Parenting
Gifted Children
Week
Supporting Emotional Needs of
the Gifted (SENG) for the third
time is celebrating parenting gifted
children week, July 18-24. For
more information and ways you

can make an impact in your com-
munity visit:
http://sengifted.org/nation-
al_parenting_gifted_week.pdf

The Value of
an Arts
Education
(Originally published in
PPaarreennttiinngg ffoorr HHiigghh PPootteennttiiaall,
June 1998. It is available in Mile
Marker #3 of NAGC’s Mile
Marker Series.)

The 21st century is soon
upon us, bringing with it many
social changes. Education is
changing as well, undergoing
reform in order to prepare chil-
dren to lead productive lives in
the new millennium. As we strug-
gle to renovate our aging school-
houses, it becomes increasingly
clear that the arts are basic to a
complete education. Far from
being merely an adornment, arts
education is, in fact, an essential
part of the structure.

In classrooms across the
nation, experience has repeatedly
demonstrated that when arts are
taught in a comprehensive pro-
gram, they are also a medium for
developing cognitive skills that
carryover into other areas. These
include the abilities to see clearly,
analyze, reflect, make judgments,
and link information from diverse
sources to generate new ideas —
in other words, to think holistical-
ly. These are the same qualities
embodied in the broader goals of
educational reform, and they are
exactly the attributes that children
will need to succeed in the 21st
century.

Literacy in the Arts
Strengthens Other Subjects

Literacy in the arts can
open doorways to understanding
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other subjects, not only because of
the thinking skills they engender,
but because of the metaphors they
can provide as links to other areas
of learning. Educators have been
quick to recognize this advantage.
Consequently, the arts are becom-
ing a valuable curricular focal point
or core, particularly in classrooms
where a range of subject matters
and disciplines commonly com-
petes for attention and resources.
One way to harness this competi-
tion to more productive ends is
through inter- or cross-disciplinary
learning. This approach uses the
knowledge and methods of several
disciplines in combination to
explore a central theme, object, or
issue as a framework for building
student competence.

In this kind of educational
setting, the special language of the
arts can act as a kind of unifying
force. In an integrated history-driv-
en curriculum, for example, art
images bring a particular era to life.
The paintings of Romare Bearden
or a Faith Ringgold quilt, together
with jazz and blues of the period,
make vivid a period of African
American social history to young
students. In mathematics, a Calder
mobile may provide a revealing
visual analogy for algebraic equa-
tions, opening the door to compre-
hension and learning for millions
who are aided by visual interpreta-
tions of information.

At the same time, this kind
of education fosters the visual liter-
acy required for success in the
information age. Popular culture
and the flood of media images it
has generated occupy a whole new
universe of nonverbal forms of
communication. Students must
learn to interpret images, symbols,
and icons in order to understand
the subtexts and implicit messages,
know the excellent from the inferi-
or, and create effective images and
messages of their own. The
study of the arts, through a quality
arts education program, provides

an indispensable base for solid
communication skills.
Skills Developed Through Arts
Education

As we reform our schools
to meet the challenges of the infor-
mation age, we cannot afford to
ignore the arts. We cannot afford to
give privilege to the traditional (lan-
guagebased) approach to learning
over the visual — particularly when
it is the visual that may make learn-
ing more accessible. In vital areas
— workplace preparations, interdis-
ciplinary studies, cross-cultural
learning, technology skills and
understanding, and assessment —
comprehensive arts programs are
proving that they can provide a
strong footing for the kind of edu-
cation that will prepare our children
to reach their full potential in the
rapidly changing times ahead.
Following are some specific skills
that business values, success in the
future requires, and an arts educa-
tion builds and strengthens.

1. An education in the arts
encourages high achievement. Arts
instruction pushes students to per-
form — and to produce — by
offering models of excellence and
by clearly defining the paths for
achieving it. Schools that incorpo-
rate music, art, dance, drama, and
creative writing into
their curricula discover that they
can make a significant impact on
overall school success. Students
who take arts courses in high
school, for example, outperform
students who do not on the
Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT),
according to the College Entrance
Examination Board. In 1995, SAT
scores for students who studied the
arts for four years scored 59 points
higher on the verbal portion and 44
points higher on the mathematics
portion than students with no arts
coursework.

2. Study of the arts encour-
ages a suppleness of mind, a toler-
ance for ambiguity, a taste for
nuance, and the ability to make

trade-offs among alternative cours-
es of action. The truth that there
are many ways of seeing the world
and interpreting it is fundamental
to an education in the arts.
The vision of van Gogh is not the
vision of Jasper Johns. Young peo-
ple who create a dance to express
the “meaning of independence”
learn that there is no “right” way to
present that idea, only movements
that are faithful to the idea itself.
Says former ARCO president and
CEO William F. Kieschnick, “those
at home with the ambiguities of art
forms’ nuances are far more likely
to persist in the quest to resolve
ambiguity in the practical world.”
Knowing how to shift intellectual
gears beats rigid thinking every
time.
3. Study of the arts helps students
to think and work across traditional
disciplines. They learn both to inte-
grate knowledge and to “think out-
side the boxes.” With some
exceptions, the tendency in
American public education is to pay
scant attention to the integration of
learning. Today’s school curricula
still mirror the 19th-century
German-university system of aca-
demic “disciplines.” Forty-five
minute class periods are parceled
out to English, physics, and civics
with the result that students seldom
see their studies as a whole. They
are not taught how to breach sub-
ject-area lines to enhance learning
in more than one discipline, or how
to create contexts for new knowl-
edge that do not necessarily fit into
the traditional disciplinary boxes.

Arts education affords
excellent opportunities for breaking
down such barriers. At New Dorp
High School on Staten Island, for
example, the art history and aes-
thetic components of required arts
classes tie into the cultures explored
in the school’s Global Studies cur-
riculum. Art teachers construct
their own curriculum units, which
use economic, historical, geograph-
ic, and political factors as they
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relate to the art of each culture,
country, and continent.

Similarly, leading-edge com-
panies, which now spend millions
annually to spark imagination
throughout their organizations, find
that the most creative ideas come
from people who are not bound by
conventional modes of thinking.
Says A. Thomas Young, former
executive vice-president of
Lockheed Martin, “many great ideas
come from people poking around
unfamiliar disciplines — often the
arts — who apply what they find to
their own field.” Knute Rockne, he
points out, patterned backfield for-
mations for Notre Dame’s famed
“Four Horsemen” after watching a
dance performance, and military
designers borrowed Picasso’s cubist
art to create more effective camou-
flage patterns.

4. An education in the arts
teaches students how to work coop-
eratively and how to work out con-
flicting points of view. Both skills
are critical in the workplace. Playing
in a school orchestra, singing in a
choir, and putting on a dramatic
production are all cooperative activi-
ties; they require and create well-
developed communication and
interpersonal skills.

5. An education in the arts
builds an understanding of diversity
and the multicultural dimensions of
our world. Every art object (play,
composition, painting, sculpture,
dance, poem) invites the student
who encounters it to see the world
from someone else’s vantage point.
All the arts naturally draw on other
cultures — their tales, songs, histo-
ries, myths, and values — to create
meanings. Sometime before 2050
the United States will become a
“majority-minority” nation. [The
total combined population of all
minority of groups will exceed the
majority population]. Those demo-
graphics make these capabilities cru-
cial to education and the future of
our children. An arts education can
lay the foundation for a deeper

understanding of the global market-
place as well.

6. An arts education insists
on the value of content, which
helps students understand “quality”
as a key value. Real arts education
goes well beyond mere “apprecia-
tion” for the arts. It also includes
performance, creating products, and
the mastery of the knowledge, skills,
and persistence required to do both.
The idea of quality also enters arts
education as students strive to make
their next work better than the last.

Arts-education students also
experience the strong connection
between personal (or group) effort
and quality of result. They also
come to understand and value what
makes a work of art “good” and
what it means to work to a stan-
dard. That kind of education is not
just education about art, it is educa-
tion about life.

Not incidentally, this
engagement with content, quality,
and standards is why “exposure pro-
grams” (e.g., periodic trips to the art
museum or visits by a string quartet
from the local symphony) are insuf-
ficient compared to a basic educa-
tion in the arts. The arts are not a
kind of cultural vaccine a student
can take with a simple injection.
Real engagement with content in
the arts takes hard work — practice,
study, and repeated assessment —
just as learning English composition
and French take hard work. Without
rigor, students never get to quality;

Dates to Remember:
Webinars on
Wednesdays
(WOW)

Next WOW Series
launches Wednesday,

August 18
More info coming soon

January 2010-June 2010
WOW sessions can be

found on the NAGC Live
Learning Center 

November 11-14
NAGC Convention

Atlanta, GA

Parent Day is
Saturday, November 13

Register at www.nagc.org

Painting is poetry 
that is seen rather 

than felt, and poetry 
is painting that is 

felt rather than seen.  

~Leonardo da Vinci
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in an arts education, they get rigor.
7. An arts education contributes to
technological competence. Technology
has always been integral to the arts,
from ancient times when sculptors in
marble used metallurgy to hone their
chisels to the studios of today, where
metals are shaped using acetylene
torches. Similarly, the dramatists of
ancient Greek theater had a profound
knowledge of acoustics, while their
modern counterparts are masters of
such technologies as electronic sound,
lighting, film, and television. In all the
arts disciplines, a wide variety of

technologies offer students ways to
accomplish artistic, scholarly, produc-
tion, and performance goals. New
technologies also make it possible for
students to try out a vast array of solu-
tions to artistic problems. Well used,
interactive media — which are a com-
bination of artistic and technological
resources — spark creative thinking
skills, as any parent can testify whose
10-year-old has reprogrammed the
VCR!

Used appropriately, technology
extends the reach of the learner. Not
only can interesting and innovative
technologies attract students to the
arts, the arts also attract students to
technology and encourage technologi-
cal competence. Employing computers
to create media animations calls on the
same competencies business needs to
strengthen the workforce.

Sharon Morgan, executive
director of the Oregon Coastal
Council for the Arts, insists that arts-
in-technology programs impart a spe-
cial kind of academic discipline. She
reports “the kids in our Animation
Project find that while the software

may give them quick access to working
tools, the work is hard. When they find
out how difficult it is, some naturally
fall by the wayside. But it turns others
around. Animation arts have intro-
duced them to why they need a broad
and content-rich education.” Of
course, no one can predict what the
future will hold. Obviously the 21st
century will present great challenges as
well as dazzling opportunities for edu-
cation. It is reassuring to reflect that
arts education is finally taking its right-
ful place in classrooms and in the lives
of students and teachers. The study of
the arts, with their potential to com-
municate ideas, emotions, and values,
will continue to be the key to under-
standing the world’s cultures and civi-
lizations’ legacies. And the arts will
always be the lens that enables us to
see a rapidly evolving world with a
clear and critical eye.
This article has been compiled from excerpts
from the Getty Education Institute for the
Arts’ publications “Arts Education for Life
and Work” and “Educating for the
Workplace through the Arts.” “Arts
Education for Life and Work” originally
appeared in the November 1997 issue of
Educational Leadership. “Educating for
the Workplace through the Arts” originally
appeared in the October 28, 1996, issue of
BusinessWeek. The Getty Education
Institute for the Arts is one of five institutes
that, together with a museum and a grant
program, make up the J. Paul Getty Trust.
In the belief that the arts are fundamental to
every child’s development, the Getty
Education Institute promotes innovation and
excellence in arts education and provides lead-
ership to establish the essential role of arts
education in improving the nation’s schools.
To receive additional information about the
Getty Education Institute or to subscribe to
the Institute’s free newsletter ArtsEdNet
Offline, write to: The Getty Education
Institute for the Arts, 1200 Getty Center
Drive, Suite 600, Los Angeles, CA 90049-
1683. Visit them at http://
www.artsednet.getty.edu.

Parent Day in
Atlanta
Saturday, November 13, 2010
Georgia World Congress Center,
Atlanta, GA

Held in conjunction with the National
Association for Gifted Children
(NAGC) Annual Convention, and pro-
duced in conjunction with the Georgia
Association for Gifted Children
(GAGC), NAGC’s Parent Day is a
one-day event that gives parents tools
and networking opportunities to help
you support your child’s optimal devel-
opment and ensure their continued
growth.

This all day event will include state and
national experts in the gifted field.
One of the highlights of the day will
be lunch time small round table discus-
sions that parents will get to have with
experts. This is a special chance to
hear from those great authors and
speakers in the field that we so admire.
Plus there will be many sessions to
choose from on all kinds of topics rel-
evant to parenting gifted children.

For more information:
http://www.nagc.org/2010parentday.as
px

When words leave off,
music begins.

~Heinrich Heine


