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Ten years ago | had a wonderful experience asleair of Global Awareness Network with my dear friend and

Resources I 19 talented gifted colleague, Betty Meckstroth. This month | began my solo journey as chair for a second term, and
once again, it is my pleasure and privilege to do so.

.. The Global Awareness Network has a lineage of spectacular leaders beginning with the visionary excellence of Al
In this issue marie Roeper, the matriarch of gifted education, Linda Silverman, a brilliant international leader of gifted assessm
. and Connie Shannon, educator of gifted children. For the past two years, Michele Kane, associate professor at
ﬂ |ntr0dUC|ng Our NeWortheastern lllinois University, has served a second term as chair forging the Global Awareness trail. Her endles
Ieadershi team! dedication, orgoing efficiency, clarity of vision and diligent efforts will be missed. We vhiealgedly thank you,
p *  Michele, for your stellar leadership.

1 Convention Highlights!

. Foll owing these eminent womenf6s footsteps and val u
ﬂ Annemarie Roeperthat | would like to introduce to you. Our new chaglect, Annie Beneventi, is the protégé of Annemarie Roeper
. . d recently named Director of The Annemarie Roeper Method of Qualitative Assessment. Barbara Mitcttaei|
gIVGS wise Counseﬁf@lounder and head of school for the Rocky Mountain School for the Gifted for several decades, is now a consul
parents regarding fige gifted field and has competently served as program chair for Global Awareness for many years. We are
. . grateful that Barbara will continue in that position. Sylvia St. Cyr, our newsletter editor, is the gifted coordinator fo
BP oil Spl”. a number of school districts as well as a prolific writer. Sylvia keeps us on our toes to get pertinent information int
your hands. And |, Patty Gatlé/alden, have been a holistic psychologist and educational consultant working

ﬂ Special Edition feat-herapeutically with gifted individuals of all ages for over three decades.
turing student

COﬂtI’ibUtiOﬂS Collectively we will work to advance the mission of the Global Awareness Network and form a bridge between you
i . personal experiences, needs and desires and NAGC, a national organization dedicated to gifted children. We as

regardlng the oill SpéHm, offer our services to help educators create meaningful classroom experiences utilizing global materials and

concepts. Itis vital for all of us who support gifted children to more effectively address their overwhelming concer
9 Resources and regarding issues that affect all humanity, such as: nonviolent resolution of conflicts, honoring and preserving our

natur al resources, respecting one anotherdés cul tur

Su ppOI’t to teaCh together, the Global Awareness Network Team and dedicated fellow Network Membersraate avenues of hope

your Students abOLff]d_ purpose for these sensitive children, where they can be active participants in constructive change towards a
%)smve future.

going green and th

oil spill. Continued on
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We joyfully welcome each one of you to partake in the many exciting and inspirational activities our Network offers during

the upcoming Atlanta convention. These include the Action Lab with Atlanta Habitat for Humanity, annual Global Gala social
event, inspiring conference sessions, Super Sunday6s stimul a
ness meeting. Please join with us to meet newtikaded friends and connect in our common cause.

In closing, | wish to express my appreciation once again for my election as chair of this vital and purposeful netwsek. Plea
do not hesitate to contact me, or any member of our team, to ask for support or to share your ideas and visions. We wel-

come each one of you as an integral member of the Global Awareness family.

Sincerely,

Patty Galialdermp

www.patriciagattewalden.com

Past and future chairs of the Global Awareness Network include left to right:
First row: Betty Meckstroth (2000), Annie Beneventi (2012), Annemarie Roeper (1992), Ellen Fiedler (2001)
Second Row: Linda Silverman (1992), Patty Géttdden (2000 and current), Barbara Mitchilitton (2004)

"At this point in time, it seems more important than ever to see gifted education within the confext
of global awareness. The interdependence of all facets of the world is becoming more and more ap-
parent. We're becoming aware of the fact that we must learn, along with our children, the skills of

cooperation as opposed to the skills of power and competition.”
Written by Annemarie Roeper, 1993 after the establishment of the Global Awareness Network in 1992
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GLOBAL AWARENESS WELCOMES YOU TO ATLANTA!

NAGC CONVENTION
November 11 -14, 2010

This year the Global Awareness Network has a myriad of stimulating and meaningful convention events. In addition toegdgnlus r

sessions, we are offering an Action Lab on Thursday,swbl@&l obal

rolling up their sleeves to work along side the Atlanta Habitat for Humanity group; a Global Gala party on Saturday eaéming fsaac

Farris, Jr., nephew of Dr. King and Vice President of the Martin Luther King Center; book discussion groups; Super Siotsyagdour
action-packed Network Business meeting on Saturday over the lunch hour. Take a few minutes to peruse the options and markweur ¢

tion calendar for your favorite Global Awareness sessions listed below!

Action Lab - Thursday, November 11 "

Global Visions: Habitat for Humanity Day of Service

Business Meeting/Become an active Global Awareness member
Saturday, November 13
11:4512:45

Georgia World Congress Center: C104

Bring your lunch and join us to discuss plans and ideas for our coming year. We need and welcome your perspective iastengongm-
ber of our Network!

Global Gala Party
Saturday, November 13 ™
7:00- 9:15pm

Omni Hotel

Guest Speaker : Mr. Isaac Farris, Jr, vice president

Martin Luther King Center

Our annual gala party is a time of celebration, relaxation, meeting new friends and forging professional connectiorsr Willibg a very
special evening as Mr. Isaac Farris, inspirational speaker, nephew of Martin Luther King and vice president of theMaKind Genter,

will speak to our common values and call for action.



Global Awareness Convention Sessions
To see full descriptions of the sessions, lagvent@agc.qgrfpllow the connection to the convention, then the itinerary option.
Sort by Global Awareness Network and click on any session to see the full description.
Friday, November 12th

7:30 AM to 8:30 AM

-Changing 8th Grade GT Students' Global Awareness One Blog At A Time
-Writing the Future in the Past: Classic Science Fiction and Its Legacy of Tolerance
-Community Action: Why this is an Essential Component of the Complete Gifted Program

-Global Advocates for Gifted Education

10:40 AM to 11:40 AM

-Inquiry, International Baccalaureate and the Gifted Child: Breathing Life into a World Class, World School
-The Great Trek: A Longitudinal Study of the Impact of a Gifted Education Program-(1®A)

-The Horizons Project: Sebirected Learning and Assessment in the Secondary Classroom

11:55 AM to 12:40 PM

-Educating Students for a Sustainable World
-Seeking their Spark: Helping Globally Gifted Kids Find Meaning & Purpose

1:15 PM to 2:15 PM

-Hypothetical Grant Project
-An Early Blueprint for Teaching Global Awareness: Leta Hollingworth's Speyer School Curriculum

2:30 PM to 3:30 PM

-The Dalai Lama's Vision: Creating a Gifted Program in a Tibetan Childrens Village School
-With great talent comes great responsibility: Guiding youth to meaningful applications for their talents

-The Wonder of World Wisdom: Knowledge Comes But Wisdom Lingers

Saturday, November 13

7:30 AM to 8:30 AM

-Enhancing Social Connection and Positive Engagement in a Global World through Mindfulness and Loving kindness Practice
- Does immersing diverse culture benefit to be creative? : How and Why?
-The Highs and Lows of Emotional and Spiritual Giftedness

- Infusing Civic Engagement into the Curriculum

10:40 AM to 11:40 AM

-Exploring Your Watershed

11:55 AM to 12:40 PM

-Storytelling: Promoting Global Awareness and Appreciation Through Stories from India, China, Oman & Ghana
-Ways to Include Global Education®2

1:15 PM to 2:15 PM

-The Peace Project: Cultivating a Culture of Peace in the Classroom and the Community

2:30 PM to 3:30 PM

-Stones to Schools: A Conversation about Positive Social Action
-WORLDLY WISE: International Trends, Practices and Advocacy (The World Council for Gifted and Talented Children). WORLDLYWISI
ternational Trends, Practices and Advocacy (The World Council for Gifted and Talented Children).

-Gifted & Talented Minority Students: Understanding and Helping Underserved & Underrepresented

3:45 PM to 4:45 PM

-Towards the Development of WorleClass Schools: Educating the Global Citizen for 2020
-Once Upon a Time: Creating Digital Stories with Students

-Creating a comprehensive and economic gifted social studies curriculum that utilizes connections to your location
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Super Sunday Sessions

November 14" morning sessions

7:30-8:30 Stephanie Tolan

The Biology of Global Awareness

8:45 9:45 Dorothy Sisk

Shining a Light on Intolerance: The Power of Music, Books, Films and Images

Mark these happenings on your convention calendar now!
See you in Atlanta!

Your global awareness team:
Patty Gatto -Walden (chair)

pgwalden@msn.com

Anne Beneventi (chair elect)

childrenevolving@gmail.com

Barbara Mitchell Hutton (program chair)

barbaramitchellhutton@comcast.net

Sylvia St. Cyr (newsletter editor)

sylvia.stcyr@hcesc.org

57" Annual Convention

Great Minds
Leadin the Wa

November 11-14, 2‘010 ATLANTA



A | am infuriate
As if itos oM to jus\\( spi | | | surethata lotof people are, toc

here, spill a little there, and \, 7 # Noah (6th arade
then spill more back over heye! (6th g )

i Ross (5th Grade)

The oil spill has created a manmade crisis that impacts
children in thousands of our school communities. It is the

T -
tol;_e SOlutigy, 0 mission of the Global Awareness
/] 1 . . N .
qrhed,-fﬁ th’sprob,e ) Netwgrktol i ve i n o0a har moni o
IS jn th CU/ty m/Sn,t (VI ;
daptqy toohard oeenV|ronmento. As a netwar
ion.4.. : :
n"‘\fle//e (g < ¥ | feeling some sense of helplessness with the current
circumstances.

We want to support our members with relevant articles,
resources and stories to inspire you as we move
forward to heal from this event and prepare our students
for the future implications.

We need to think
deadly spill is a wake up call-

Eva (3 grade)

Children have been following the news and want

to make a differenc@. Anna (7th grade) - ogarah ©
revel®
pee
{ coud N&Y® . .
'\~.stat\<e et Although this is a catastrophe, this
istake am is a great opportunity for scientigts
nat W am to figure out new ways to clean |ip
| thin v the ocean and prevent future oil

spills.Ai  Ruby (5th grade)




Special Feature Annemarie Roeper speaks out about how to support our children when
manmade disasters occur.

Global Awareness / Oil Spill
August 11, 2010

by Annemarie Roeper, Ed.D.

Todayods children have been exposed to an unusual amour
that even their loving parents cannot protect them from these occurrences. This produces a great deal of anxiety in
many children. The child must have a basis of love and security in order to face such events as the enormous oil spill in

the Gulf and other natural disasters.

Typically, children grow up with the conviction that the adults around them will take care of them and can protect them.
Contemporary children; however, are different in several respects. Their knowledge is not restricted to their own daily

|l ives. They know what goes on globally and they are a\
lives with less emotional protection than his or her predecessors. For that reason, it becomes even more important for
todayods child to feel that the | ove of their parents \

ate for them.

Al so, in the past, children were protected by many ad:«
safety of their home. For many families, this basis of security is dwindling. It seems that almost everything today has be-
come less certain for the modern child and his/her family. Yet, again, one of the few areas that can be certain for them is
to be surrounded by supportive love. That will give them the strength to face whatever awaits them. Therefore, it is

even more important to let them know that we will always love them, even though we may disapprove of some of their
behavior. It is my opinion that giving them the security of love is most essential due to the pressures in the modern

world.

I have worked with a great many children in my long career and the more uncertain the times seem to be, the more the
security of love becomes the basis of their way in which to face the uncertain world. We need to

prepare our children for an uncertain future while at the same time provide hope that the lives of children will

improve as times goes on.

With love,

Annemarie Roeper, Ed.D.

Annemarie Roeper, Ed.D. is an educational consultant with more than 60 years of specializing in the needsieé gifted and
children and adults. Contact Dr. Roefgtpi&roeperconsultationservice.blogspot.anmoeper@aol.com.
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http://roeperconsultationservice.blogspot.com/

Thoughts on the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill from
students in Chicago, Oak Park, and Highland Park,
lllinois

The Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill, more commonly known as the BP Qil Spill, is a horrifying threat to the environment.
It started out when an oil rig in Mexico blew out when a bubble of methane gas escaped from the well up the drill col-

umn, bursting barriers and growing larger until it finally exploded. Eleven sailors were killed.

In effect, 25,000 barrels of oil leaked per day (approx. 42 gallons=1 barrel), and even after the cap was placed over the
leak, oil spilled at 10,00 barrels a day. The best case predicted was the oil would float on the water instead of dissolvir
giving sites a chance to recover. At worst, a hurricane would push it all to shore, meaning intense damage to all of the

people and animals living on the Louisiana Coast.

The BP Oil Spill had a massive negative impact on the environment. First, it disrupts the food chain and creates dead
zones. The plankton at the bottom of the chain suffocates, while other species diminish in the tar or because of lack of

food. People who are still picking up their | ives frr
gers they will face in the future after the spill. F
victims, human and ani mal , ar e n 0 tdefilteyopbeing hddpped by BPen teme r

way that they need. Just when they were about to recover, they are swept back into misery. These are two horrible
problems that deeply concern me.

Political lies and unstable facts have hid the truth about the spill. But as we investigate closer, we can see alldhe deva
tion has happened. BP clearly understated the amount spilled into the gulf, and stood by while animals drowned and
people were forced far below the poverty line (despite all the propaganda on their website). Just when their reputation
is in question, they finally step inéwhile many Amer
ing up, going to the source, and tracking the effects.

I have al ways been an environmentally conscious pers
to o0greend your | ifestyle, and try to make changes f
people and animals along the Louisiana coast, and wo
away. | 6m glad that | have been given a chance to te
people how you have been affected to spread the word. Take a moment to look beyond where you are, and into oth-

erds lives. Youbol |l realize they areno6ét as far off as

Pass on the word about BP&ds corpor al greed, the envi
just allows BP to continue their propaganda, the oil to keep running, the animals to choke, and the people to pick up

their | ives again. Now ités your turn. Everyoneds | i

--Pia (8 grade)
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A poem from a seventh grade student é

-— o

Dead dolphin corpses litter the Louisiana sands

Seeing them makes me tremble with fear
| want to yank out all of my hair

Because so many peopl e don

About animals and fisherman
About beaches and plants
About wildlife and my generation and POLLUTION

Pollution - , _
The tarred beaches smell D':l\ o |y
Dead. 4 5
Rot

A jelly of a mess

The stink of death fills my nose

Pollutiomi Why havendt you stopped
Why does it seem like responses?

Float downhill, downstream

| see wisps of black gas
That look like octopus ink
Spilling into the air
Animals BEWARE

I, Lindsey, CARE

The Louisiana beach has been blackénkide night
The blue water is

Dotted

With black pawns

People BEWARE
I, Lindsey, CARE

--Lindsey (7 grade)



My name is Anna, | am thirteen years old, and | care about the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. | have been fol-
lowing the news and learning about the oil spill since it first starfBloe BP oil spill is the worst accidental oil spill in
the history of petroleum. The oilrig explosion killed 11 workers. The spill lasted almost three months, from April 20 to
July 15.Finally, the spill caused irreversible environmental damage.

The environmental damage caused by the spill is the thing that terrifies me. The oil has killed countless ani-
mals, and the ones that survived must find new places to live because their old habitats were destroyed. The death of
the animals and fish affects humans, as well. Many people on the Gulf Coast rely on fishing in order to support their
families. BP must step up to the plate and do its very best to make sure this is never repeated. They must reverse as
much damage as they possibly can. Though BY employees have not fully done their part, | have still not given up hope

Al t hough | usually do not discuss current events
talk about it. Many of my friends agree with me, but the best discussions were those with my friends who did not care
as much. At first, they thought that it did not concern them, and just dismissed it as another piece of news. After our
discussions, they realized that the oil spill did, in fact concern them, and they changed their viewpoint.

After the oil spill, 1 have done my best to not
leum products, and have ridden my bike more and more. If you want to make a difference, try writing to BP, or boy-
cotting BP gas stations.

In short, no matter what their age people all over the country care about the oil spill. Children have been
following the news and want to make a difference. We want BP and the rest of the country to know that we will
change the world someday, because we are the future of our country. If adults do not take children seriously, they are
ignoring the adults of tomorrow. i Anna, 7 grade

Pagk0



| have a strong opinion on the oil spill. | think that it was a mistake, a mistake that could have been prevented. If a littl
more thought was put into the drilling, the spill wouldn't have happened. Now fisherman and restaurateurs have no
work. The locals' beaches have much tar covering them.

The BP executives say they are paying for the cost of the cleanup. On a recent ad they said they are paying those wh
must postpone their jobs due to the spill. | feel that is necessary, but might result in the raise of gas prices in order to
get the money to cover such costs.

The spill also affects animals and nature. Although they are trying to rescue the animals affected by the oil spill, much
more have died than have been rescued. On a daily basis, approximately 658 birds die, 279 sea turtles die, and 36 mz
mals die. Now think that the oil spill has been going on since April 20th. Thousands of innocent animals' lives have bet
lost due to the spill. Many more lives will be claimed before this spill is cleaned up.

| think this spill cleanup is devastating to people, the earth, and animals, but BP couldn't do much more to help now.

--Sarah (8 grade)

On April 20, 2010, there was a terrible explosion on an oilrig in the Gulf that killed 11 workers and caused a huge oll
spill. The oil continued to gush into the ocean for over 70 days. Many lives were affected.

Not only did the oil spill affect animals and plant life, it also affected many people who have careers landed in the fishit
industry. Many people have lost their jobs.

I think the oil spildl is terrible. Not only it oifs de
lect. This will take a very long time to clean up. Instead of skimming oil off the top of the ocean or collecting it from

the bottom, the British Petroleum Company put a chemical in the water called a dispersant. It makes the oil disappear.
But, where does it go? | am very worried about the future of our oceans.

Although this is a catastrophe, this is a great opportunity for scientists to figure out new ways to clean up the ocean
and prevent future oil spills.

Ruby, Bgrade



The Oil Spill In The Gulf

Il think that the oil spill was a huge catastroph
its lack of honesty involving the safety of the oilrig. | also think that it would have been cheaper and easier if B.F
would have inspected and made sure the oilrig was safe. | hate how thoughtless things like this affect the envirol

ment so much. I am infuriated at B.P. and | dm sure
Look at whatdés happening to the ani mal s. I agree wi
nies shouldndt be all owed to drill in the Gul f. It
i sndt getting any better. What if this happens agai
people lIiving around the Gulf? The people would | os

vent this from happening. The only issue that | have with this approach is that if we stopped drilling in the Gulf, all o
the drillers would lose their jobs. But if the drillers lose their jobs, they could get jobs in clean energy like wind pow-

er and that would be great.
Noah, 6" grade

As of July 15, 2010, oil from the Deepwater Horizon rig would flow no more. It seemed as if things were looking up
until today. On September 2, 2010 another well exploded and more oil was oozed into the water. These rigs must
have a mind of their own! One stops, another oree spi

there, and then spill more back over here! 1t6s jusi

Now take a minute to think. Think about the outcomes of the spill. The gulf serves as a buffet for the birds and a
breeding ground for the turtles. According teww.boingboing.nethe number of animals killed by the spill on June

11, was astonishing. One month before the spill was capped, there were, 658 dead birds, 279 dead sea turtles, and
39 dead mammals. US fish and wildlife reports gathered this information. Accordingwdreehugger.con,500

animals were Killed in total. So very, very sad. What about the plants? Those must have been soaked in oil as well!
The Gulf of Mexico is such an important ecosystem, but it was almost destroyed. BP had so many giant machines
out there cleaning up the spill; to me, it just seems wrong that this ever happened. What protections were in place?
The websitewww.hubpages.corstates that the reason that Deepwater Horizon exploded was because a methane
bubble went up through the drill pipes, and when it burst, the well exploded. Personally, | feel BP should now assess
all their rigs. BP should do more to prevent spills. Maybe BP will enclose each rig, placing booms within one square
mile of water, to protect against spreading. Maybe BP will use something to keep animals away from the boom
enclosed rig, sort of like a scarecrow protects crops on a farm. There are ways to prevent disasters. Take Action,

Think, Prevent, Save Lives.

--Ross (% grade)
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BP has oil wells in the Gulf of Mexico. The pipelines in the wells broke and oil spilled everywhere. Enough oil spilled to
cause a lot of damage. It caused sea animals to die, and the ocean water is dirty. It affected so many people, too, mos!
in Louisiana. Most people who |Iive in Louisiana fish

The oil spill may be forcing people in the Gulf region to move away from their friends and family for economic reasons.

| care about the oil spill. I think about a country
That person has abigcut[bighaad d needed] . I also think that i1 tds Ve
reason.

The wells are in the Gulf because we use a |lot of oil
should start carpooling or taking buses and trains.
we had done this before the spill, we wouldndt be in

| talked about the oil spill in summer school and our group came up with some ideas. Starting today, | will walk
more and drive less. Other people can help by also walking more and driving less, plus adults can help by listin

to us, to kids, because we have good ideas and adults are not always listening.

--Lily (3¢ grade)

The oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico is impacting the health of the dolphins even though people think most of the oil has
been cleaned up. ltds also covering the coral, so so
phins. They candt eat the fish. Il hear that the wat

the species and plants that are in the Gulf of Mexico. In years, they could burn up.

The spill has changed my thinking about the environme
cane probl ems. |l &m worried about the safety of ani ma

| think that the company cleaned up most of it, but | fear there still is some oil left.

| started thinking about how my behavior will change now and what suggestions | could give others. | think that we
could carpool, tell a lot of our friends to take the bus, walk, or ride a bike instead of drive. Maybe on a small construc-
tion site, use less machinery. We also need to think about where our food comes from. For example, in Chicago, if you
buy strawberries in January, they would be coming from some place warm and the fuel [used] taking the produce to mau

ket would add more pollution. | wonder if we should buy strawberries in January.

We need to This deadlyrspillds a wake up call.
--Eva (8 grade)




The oil spill

Have you heard about the oil spill 1 n the Gulf o
thinking about it a lot and | think the oil spill is terrifying. One reason the spill concerns me so much is how al
of the animals are being effected by this. Because the oil is ruining the water, and destroying the habitats, m

of the animals are dying.

If the animals keep dying some species may become extinct, which would destroy our eco system. That wot
be a disaster.

Not only animals are effected by this but humans too. Think about if we had a hurricane in the gulf, imagine
where the oil would go. We could end up with oil all over our homes and nature preserves. It would be terri-

ble. If that happened we would have more of a mess to clean up.

Another way humans are effected by the spill is economically. The beaches on the Gulf of Mexico are usuall
good vacation spot and draw tourists. However, people have not been vacationing on these beaches since t

spill, therefore there is no money being spent there.

Il am also concerned that this could happen again
ing. In fact, a few days ago there was another explosion in the gulf. Now there is oil spilling from that rig too.

This makes the initial spill even worse.

All of these reasons are why I think the oil spill is terrifying! -Ethan (5th grade)

What The
World Needs
Now

FreakingNews.com

We thank Rhonda Stern for gathering these thought provoking essays.

Rhonda Stern has taught gifted and talented children since 2000. A graduate of Northwestern University College of Lawnid 198
a certified mediator since 1985, Ms. Stern is an avid environmentalist and has many environmental programs to herstrgeir, La

Ms. Stern founded Educational Enrichment Consulting, a company committed to enhancing educational opportunities fod gifted a

talented students.



At Ravinia School in Highland Park, IL, teachers promote purposeful writing by giving stu-
dents authentic opportunities. Our students are very aware of global issues, have a vast

knowledge base on the oil spill, and have developed incredibly valid opinions.

When Merissa Martin, the Gifted, Talented, and Enrichment teacher, heard that the NAGC's
Global Awareness Network was asking for student submissions, she knew her students
would thrive with this unique opportunity. Miss Martin offered it as an optional project to all
fourth- and fifthgrade students at Ravinia. In addition to weekly homework items on their
agenda, several students worked hard at home on this project to submit a piece to be pub-
lished. Students turned in everything from essays and poems to advertisements and drawing
It is very powerful when engagement and motivation flourish as the result of a hot topic and

an authentic audience.

We know you will enjoy the following pages of submissions from the Ravinia School in
Highland Park! Thanks to all the students and Ms. Martin for their contributions!
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