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In this issue 

¶ Patricia Gatto-Walden 

shares insights and 

support for gifted 

children during 

tumultuous times 

¶ See the Global 

Awareness Network 

participate in an 

Action Lab that called 

for true action! 

¶ Find out how you can 

go global in your 

school or district 

¶ Students submit 

reflective pieces 
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As members of the Global Awareness Division, we are generally emotionally sensitive and caring people committed 

to creating and sustaining an inter-dependent and respectful world community and protecting and preserving our 

natural environment.  In our modern world of technology and social networking, we are instantly presented with 

global events, both celebratory and catastrophic.  No longer is our life experience insulated; we are connected 

through an instantaneous onslaught of information.  We know first hand how deeply current tumultuous world 

events affect our psyche, how clearly we resonate with personal experiences on the other side of the world and 

how disturbing events can interfere with our fundamental wellbeing.   

But how is the knowledge of the tsunami in Japan and subsequent nuclear power plant disaster affecting our gifted 

children?  How is the bombing in Libya affecting their inner sense of security?  Has does local violence and 

environmental destruction instill a sense of vulnerability or eminent danger in the minds of our contemplative and 

empathic children? Due to emotional sensitivity and advanced cognitive ability, gifted children often intrinsically know 

and feel that atrocities inflicting one region of the world, impact all humankind.  Heightened moral development 

leads them to passionately defend justice, fairness, egalitarianism and respect.  These global thinkers innately feel 

inter-connected with peoples across the globe.  Their community is not defined by a certain number of miles, but 

instead encompasses the planet.   

Children who are astutely aware and emotionally responsive are alarmed and vigilant during these turbulent times.  

Their entire being may be deeply impacted by the current disharmonious global state.  Parents and teachers may see 

evidence of disquieted minds as these children propose, òwhat ifó, questions of potential dangers; questions fueled by 

heightened abstract reasoning abilities and imaginative minds.  Their anxious emotional state may be shown through 

increased irritability, restlessness, uncooperativeness, moodiness, difficulty sleeping, or emotional meltdowns.  

Physically they may seem òwound upó or òuptightó and need to release their tension through vigorous physical 

activity less they implode or explode.   
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They may be more socially defensive and verbally forceful of their opinions.  Everyday chores, and family and academic responsibilities may lessen in 

importance, as deep convictions and pursuit of individual meaning take root. Deeply in tune with the pain and torment of others, they feel an inner 

need and urgency to respond. They are compelled to take action and help.  These children are driven to act, or be held captive as despondent 

witnesses with downhearted feelings of helplessness.  

It may be surprising for adults to realize such intense experiences and acute behaviors are not age sensitive. Young children, middle school youth, 

adolescents, college students and adults may be òcalled to serviceó, and compelled to express their overwhelming thoughts, feelings and inner 

convictions. In modern day philosophical and theological circles, these highly ethical and moral individuals of any age have been recognized as òservant 

leadersó.  These gifted persons are exemplars of an elevated spirit.  Meaning and purpose guide their path.  Causes direct their focus.  We are the 

young and the old who are called to action! 

As adults, we know these brilliant and caring gifted children are the hopes of our future.  We know they can become innovative leaders in whatever 

career field they embark upon if they can withstand the profound challenges and obstacles throughout life.  Such advanced gifted children are 

miraculous wonderful beings, who live and express their intensity moment to moment.  We can help them fulfill their calling, actualize their visions 

and bring their dreams to fruition, by embracing and guiding their depth and breadth of perceptivity, poignant questioning and commitment to ideals.  

It is vital that we become the safe haven for these children to come home to.   In doing so, we support their intellectual capacity and nurture the 

development of essential attributes of tenacity, diligence, and dedication.  They have the potential to be the òmovers and shakersó who change our 

world, if they are given the proper support.  

It is imperative that all children have educational opportunities to actualize their individual powers of contribution.  When gifted children who hold 

the highest caliber of personal expectation for themselves, see and feel injustice, corruption and human suffering, they feel a deep need to be 

significant change agents in solving world problems.  With thoughtful compassion and kindness, we must engage children in respectful conversation, to 

acknowledge their convictions and individual and collective power to create change.  Adults can engage children in problem solving discussions on 

what can be done locally; at home, school or in the neighborhood, to make a difference.  Itõs crucial to provide numerous outlets for personal 

expression and opportunities for meaningful action.  In essence, in order to alleviate feelings of despair and helplessness, we must cultivate service-

learning opportunities that are age-appropriate and practical.  Further, we must accompany children on this virtuous journey and aid them in 

accomplishing their goals.  Our partnership with them may be wearisome, may tap our deepest resources or challenge our knowledge and endurance, 

but just as our children are motivated to be productive citizen of change, so must we.  As guiding adults, we must hold their banner high even when 

they falter, for it is in giving to others that we find the deepest meaning and purpose in our lives.   

 

Peace within, peace among usé. 

 

Wishing you abundant blessings, 

Patty Gatto-Walden,  

Chair 
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Global Gala  
NAGC ð Atlanta ð 2010 

An evening with 

Isaac Newton Farris, Jr.  
 

òWalk in the light of creative altruism or in the dark of distrustful selfishnessó.  

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

 

The Global Awareness Network held the annual Global Gala on Saturday evening of the National Conference in Atlanta. What a culminating event!  

For many of us, it was the highlight of the entire NAGC conference.  Our guest speaker was, Isaac Newton Farris, Jr.; the Vice President and uplifting 

leader of the Martin Luther King Center and the nephew of Dr. King. 

Mr. Ferris spoke about the King family values of respect, responsibility, diligence, work ethic, tenacity, and the importance of education.  He spoke 

with candor and humor and said, òUncle M.L.ó was a delightful man with a wonderful sense of humor.  He remembers his uncle, not as Dr. King, but 

as a great big guy who would come to play with him. 

Mr. Farris described Martin Luther King Jr. as a child and teen-ager who showed leadership ability and creative approaches to problem solving.   Even 

in his youth, he was interested in current events, community issues and social justice.  When growing up, Dr. King was described as a, òpeculiar childó 

and a gifted learner; skipping two grades and entering college at age 16, where he remained at the head of his class.  

Mr. Farris shared Coretta Scott Kingõs vision in creating The Martin Luther King Center.  Dr. Kingõs widow insisted that the Centerõs focus reflects 

the principles her husband stood for; such as: equality, respect, tolerance and peaceful resolution of conflict.  In his memory, Mrs. King advocated for 

the commemorative holiday to be spent in giving back to the community through active service.  Dr. King saw humanitarian service as the key to a full 

and meaningful life.  He believed in doing the right thing even when no one was watching and wished to inspire others to become òcitizen servantsó.  

Dr. King wanted all children to thrive and believed that education was the top priority for national security.  His nephew addressed an audience of 

teachers that night, stating that we may be the chosen ones who can make the difference in a childõs life.  He reminded us that one in four children in 

this country are still living in poverty.  Mr. Farris encouraged us to unite and actively be the creators of Americaõs future by supporting children to 

make positive choices and fulfill their greatest potential.  His passionate expression of the importance of gifted education for advanced students 

inspired us to erupt in vivacious applause. 

Our guest embodied the mission of Martin Luther King Jr. and inspired us to also carry the mission.  We felt the significance of gathering together in 

Atlanta, the home of Dr. King in the spirit of Global Awareness. We were moved, as educators, in the palpable realization that we may have the 

privilege to educate a future leader, a ML King Jr. one day, and the importance of including the principles of Global Awareness in our teaching 

practices.  During this motivational evening, the import of our vocation was reverberated, as we again fully embraced our responsibility to respectfully 

educate all children to actualize the beautiful beings they truly are. 

 

Reviewed by Tee Neville, Annie Beneventi and Patty Gatto-Walden 



For more information about Dr. Farris and Dr. King, visit the following websites: 

 

 

http://www.thekingcenter.org 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/mlk/  

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/special/mlk/  

http://www.kodak.com/US/en/corp/features/moore/mooreIndex.shtml  

 

Faith is taking the first step, even when you don't see the whole staircase.
   

Hatred paralyzes life; love releases it. Hatred confuses life; love harmonizes it. Hatred 

darkens life; love illuminates it.  

Notable quotes from 
Dr. King 

Let no man pull you low enough to hate him.  

Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.  

http://www.thekingcenter.org
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/mlk/
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/special/mlk/
http://www.kodak.com/US/en/corp/features/moore/mooreIndex.shtml


"A picture is worth a thousand words." "Action 

speaks louder than words." Therefore, a picture of 

action must have phenomenal effect. The team of seven NAGC members from around the country 

worked hard during the Global Awareness Habitat Action Lab to make the difference in the life of 
an Atlanta family. The few bruised thumbs and splinters were a small price to pay for a single mom with 

two teenaged children to have a home. Our construction workers were Dorothy Sisk, Ruthie Loftkin, 

Dallas Price, Michele Kane, Ellen Fiedler, Mark Larsen and 

Barbara Mitchell Hutton. Watch for the Global Awareness 

Action Lab coming up in New Orleans.  

The Crew 

Home Sweet Home! 



 

 

 

 

 

Realizing Global Awareness through Service Learning 
      -Sylvia St. Cyr 

 

Today, more than ever, there is a need for learning communities to embrace global thinking.  Whether it is to 

understand the multicultural neighbors on your street, or whether it is to gain perspective regarding the 

middle-east, new technologies have connected us to the world in a brave new way.  It appears as if this shift, 

however, has not made it into most school buildings for curriculum content considerations.  How does your district, school or 

classroom rank when it comes to promoting global awareness and global leadership?  The students of today will certainly need a 

stronger understanding of the world, with a much vaster reach than once considered community.   As you embark on the journey 

to incorporate meaningful service learning activities for your students, consider embedding worldwide projects into the 

curriculum through some of the action steps and resources listed in this article.  

 

     
Do any of the schools in your district have a global mission statement?   Have you considered the universal impact that your 

mission statement may or may not have? 

Here are a few examples of schools that are embracing the notion of global outreach.  

 

òThe mission of Blanca E. Sanchez Elementary is to develop lifelong scholars to have intercultural understanding and respect.  As a school 

community, we strive to encourage our scholars to become open-minded, empathetic, and active in an ever-changing global society.ó 

 

òéWebb School of Knoxvilleõs role in the life of our students goes beyond preparing them for successful college years. We are committed to 
promoting global understanding and citizenship, fostering a deep appreciation for the languages and cultures of the world, and an 

understanding of how the US fits into a global contexté.ó 

 

òThe mission of Clubview School is to educate and challenge students to become lifelong learners who exhibit the attitudes and dispositions 
described in the student profile and to equip students with social, intellectual, and critical skills that will enable them to reach their potential 

as adults in our global society.ó 

 

òIt is our schoolõs mission to provide all students with the skills and knowledge that will enable them to compete in a multi-culturally diverse 

global society and become tomorrowõs leaderséó William B. Cruise Memorial School 

  A bold, global mission statement will drive bold, global  

 initiatives in your buildings.   

Revise the mission statement for your school, district and/or 

classroom so that it reflects international thinking.  



  
 

There are countless opportunities to participate in events that have global outcomes.  The following resources are a smattering of the projects taking place 

across the world today, driven by student learning and outreach: 

 
Design Science Lab -  http://designsciencelab.com/index.shtml 

Where emergency leads to emergence.     

Develop a Solution to Critical Local and Global Problems, then present to the United Nations (high school students and teachers)  

 

International and Human Rights-  Students can create their own project or participate in a listed event.  

 http://www.dosomething.org/whatsyourthing/International+Human+Rights 

 

Global Poverty Project 

 http://www.globalpovertyproject.com/howto/organise  toolkit,  book list, resources to attack world hunger.  On tourñSchedule a free event! 

 

Heifer International: http://heifer.org/schools 

This organization provides free materials for teachers and allows students to work for change through some of the following programs.    

 Read to Feed 

 Art for a Cause 

 From Farm to Plate  

 Chores for Change 

           The website has all the details you will need to create a meaningful learning experience for your  students.    

   
Global Education Motivators- GEM 

 http://www.gem-ngo.org/ 

-International day for the Eradication of Poverty Program 
-UN Student Leadership 

-Teacher Workshops 

   

Global Youth Service Day 

 http://gysd.org/ 

Annual campaign that mobilizes millions of children across the world for a day of service and service learning.  Free resource toolkit and posters to help 

initiate a project in your community.  

 

Participate in a district, building or classroom global service 

learning project  

http://designsciencelab.com/index.shtml
http://www.dosomething.org/whatsyourthing/International+Human+Rights
http://www.globalpovertyproject.com/howto/organise
http://heifer.org/schools
http://www.gem-ngo.org/
http://gysd.org/


 
Ohio Teachers Going Global 
  http://oia.osu.edu/pdf/OH_CurriculumTool.pdf 

A multitude of areas to expand global learning for your schools and district through instructional strategies, local connections, curriculum in other 
 countries, expanding learning time, and resources.  

 
   Global Education Wiki 

 http://www.globaleducationwiki.com/CURRICULAR 
This is an outstanding wiki with a multitude of great curriculum resources to support the process! 

 

 
 

ßAdvocate that all teachers learn a world language. 

ßEncourage student teachers to do some student teaching abroad. 

ßRecommend teachers and all school staff learn about the diverse cultural backgrounds of students in their classrooms. 

ßEncourage every teacher to participate in a Fulbright or other teacher exchange at least once during his or her career. 

ßNominate administrators and top educators for the Fulbright Senior  

ßLead Fulbright seminars for educators to Southeast Asia and other regions. 

ßSponsors workshops to integrate global perspectives into every subject at all grade levels. 

 

This list was compiled using the Wisconsin Department of Educationõs recommendations. 

Explore the free curriculum resources :  

Enrich, integrate /or restructure learning for your teachers so 

that they might develop their own global literacy and compassion.   

2011 -2012 First Step Goals:   
 

. 

We will create a global mission statement 
We will participate in a global service learning project 
 

 

 We would love to hear back from you regarding your progress in this area which provides unlimited boundaries for exploration and growth in 

our schools and communities.    

      

 

Try something manageable, or try something courageous, but 

take at least  the following steps toward the globalization of 

your school and district.  

http://oia.osu.edu/pdf/OH_CurriculumTool.pdf
http://www.globaleducationwiki.com/CURRICULAR

