celebrating 25 years

Celebrating NAGC’s Commitment to Parents:

25 Years of Parenting for High Potential and Much More
By Tracy Ford Inman, Ed.D., Guest Editor

I

remember receiving my first Parenting for
High Potential (PHP) as a new NAGC
member of the Parent and Community
Division (now Parent, Family, &
Community Network) in the 1990s. I felt
as if it were written just for me, a parent
struggling to understand her 2e son. As a
long-time member and now beginning
my second term as Parent Representative on the NAGC Board
of Directors, I am fortunate to have benefitted from the robust
resources such as PHP that have been developed by so many
talented volunteers and staff. This year marks PHP’s 25th year; it
continues to be a key vehicle to address families’ needs.
In September 1996, Carolyn Callahan penned the first
“President’s Column” in PHP’s premier issue: “The magazine
represents a venture that will give the National Association for
Gifted Children an opportunity to forge partnerships with parents
in a commitment to developing the full array of talents in children.
As an organization which has long been committed to excellence in
education and maximizing potential of children, we realize that
neither parents nor schools can be successful in that venture alone.”
She then outlined the main purposes of the magazine, which
continue to guide PHP today. For example, she promised that
“we will share ideas for negotiating the day-to-day process of aiding
in the full development of your child’s capabilities and healthy social
and emotional adjustment.” So many articles and columns over

the years have done just that: “The Buzz,” “Special Features,”
“Consumer Corner” (which morphed into the “Holiday Toy
List”), “Home and School Report,” and “News from the Nation,”
among others.
Additionally, the magazine was intended “to act as a sounding
board for your concerns.” Concerns have been addressed in a variety
of ways from feature articles to the numerous parenting columns
that evolved over the years: “Parent to Parent,” “Parenting Q&A,”
“Parenting Forum,” “Effective Advocates,” and others. It was also
intended “to entice you to share your skills, views, and strategies
with one another and to engage your children in being part of our
magazine.”
Of course, numerous articles and columns stemmed directly
from parent questions. Readers contributed in other ways as
well, such as writing articles or submitting anecdotes for the
humor column “Life in the High-Potential Lane.” Children were
engaged, too, through columns like “Kids’ Kaleidoscope” and
“Resource Round-Up” (later “Tools of the Trade”).
Throughout the years, the columns’ names changed, the column
authors rotated, and the columns themselves changed depending
on the readers’ needs and the editor’s professional insight. Editors
changed, too, as did cover designs, format, number of pages, even
number of issues. What hasn’t changed is a focus on putting the
needs of parents, families, and communities first.
Thanks to the commitment
of many NAGC parent members,
upstander black parents and homeschooling
state association leaders, and other volunteers, NAGC has
Support and Resources for
Homeschooling Gifted Black
Students
If a school is without a gifted program or
services for gifted students, the likelihood
of making significant gains in services for
students who are gifted and Black can be
a long-distance marathon with no finish
line in sight. In this situation, homeschooling may be the best option and particularly
beneficial for upstander Black parents who
will be unhappy or ineffective advocates for
their children should they continue enrollment in public school. Yet, for any parent
who can adjust his or her work schedule
or afford not to work, and can choose to
homeschool his or her child, it remains important to salvage parent-school relations.
Even when bystander teachers or larger
institutional issues beyond parents’ control
exhaust their belief that public schools can

Key Milestones for Supporting Parents at NAGC
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nizations are making important strides with
their children (The Associated Press, 2005).
Finally, we encourage parents of gifted
Black students to use this information as you
contemplate homeschooling. Before making
a final decision, inquire of gifted program
educators about their views on implementing
and perhaps standardizing gifted program
support services for Black students at all levels
(elementary, middle, and high school). Many
parents have the ability to inspire educators
to put a better foot forward, to enhance parent engagement, and to improve educational
partnerships between the school and Black
community. Ultimately, when we collaborate
effectively to promote excellence and bridge
cultural discontinuity between home and
school, we can convince upstander Black parents to resist the temptation to remove their
gifted children from public schools and educate them at home. 0
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adequately meet Black students’ needs,
upstander parents need to maintain a positive presence and relations with the school
community. Many states require school
districts to grant home educators access to
library resources, online classes, and other
services because their children can actually
qualify to be enrolled in public school while
being educated at home (Fields-Smith &
Williams, 2009). For these reasons, many
homeschooling parents, Black and otherwise, will remain supportive of schools,
even though their children are not attending
the brick and mortar building. Upstander
Black parents should know homeschooling
state laws and policies and build relations to
be able to request resources and support in
the best interest of their child. Table 3 offers
a sample of resources with descriptions for
parents to consider. An increasing number
of Black homeschooling parents and orga-

Tackles issues dealing with the social and
emotional needs of today’s gifted children
and looks at how parents, teachers, and
counselors can guide them through the
issues facing them in the 21st century
including terrorism and technology.

PHP | Parenting for High Potential

Nonmember $24.95

8

Member $22.50

PHP | Parenting for High Potential

This guidebook provides parents with the
support and resources they need to help
their children find success. Topics include
characteristcs and development of gifted
children, educational options, and twiceexceptional students. Parenting Gifted Children
represents the best thinking of parents,
teachers, and scholars who have written for
Parenting for High Potential.
Nonmember $21.95
Member $19.75

2009

The CD-ROM is designed as a map around
five “Mile Markers,” that represent different
aspects of nurturing gifted children, each
serving as an indicator of “learning places” one
might experience during the developmental
stages of a gifted child’s life. It contains
hundreds of articles, checklists, and links
to trusted resources pulled by parents and
educators.
Nonmember $24.95

Member $22.50

developed additional resources beyond PHP to help parents
navigate schools, become stronger advocates, and find resources
and professionals to help them support their gifted children.
Highlights include:

Managing Grief & Anxiety During COVID-19. We understand the
importance of providing reliable, research-backed information in
a variety of products, topics, and formats.
In this issue celebrating 25 years of PHP, you will find an
homage to the publication. From graphics to columns, we have
juxtaposed the old with the new to provide you a nostalgic
view, while revisiting topics that have always been important to
families of gifted children. We have also included a timeline that
highlights milestones in the growth of parent-focused leadership
and resources at NAGC.
In 1996, Carolyn Callahan closed her inaugural column: “In
Parenting for High Potential we hope to be able to guide you in creating
an environment and in crafting experiences where the potential for all
children can grow and prosper.” For decades, PHP—together with
the Parent Editorial Content & Advisory Board (PECAB) and the
Parent, Family, & Community Network—have taken that charge
to heart. Sincerest gratitude goes to editors James Alvino, the late
Donald Treffinger, Jennifer Jolly, and Kathleen Nilles for their
strong leadership, innovation, and heart for advanced learners. I
invite all of you to get involved in NAGC and the Parent, Family
& Community Network to strengthen products and services for
parents for the next 25 years. Enjoy! 0

• Mile Marker Series: Your Roadmap for Supporting Gifted
Children.This CD-ROM allowed users to enter the resource
roadway wherever it made most sense to them. This GPS for
the world of gifted education helped thousands navigate their
journeys.
• The award-winning book Parenting Gifted Children: The
Authoritative Guide from the National Association for
Gifted Children. Comprising updated and revised articles
of Parenting for High Potential from 1996–2009, this book
provided easy access to the best PHP had to offer.
• The e-book Starting & Sustaining a Parent Group to
Support Gifted Children was available from the website free
of charge (and still is!).
• Brochures published in both English and Spanish.
• Parent Days at the NAGC Annual Convention.
• A second edition of the best of PHP: Success Strategies for
Parenting Gifted Kids: Expert Advice from the National
Association for Gifted Children.
• Perhaps the most popular resource created has been the Timely
Information for Parents (TIP) Sheets initiated in 2016. These
colorful one-page front-and-back resources can be downloaded,
read, and shared at no cost.
TIP Sheets have also proven popular with educators, psychologists, and others. Pertinent topics range from Gifted 101 to
Perfectionism to Finding a Mental Health Professional. And when
COVID-19 hit, we were quick to produce Supporting Your Gifted
Child During COVID-19 (in both Spanish and English) and

Tracy Ford Inman, Ed.D., now a gifted education consultant,
recently retired as associate director from The Center for Gifted
Studies at Western Kentucky University. She currently serves as
the parent representative on the NAGC Board of Directors as
well as KAGE Foundation chair for the Kentucky Association for
Gifted Education. She is the mother of two gifted young men,
including one who is 2e.
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adequately meet Black students’ needs,
upstander parents need to maintain a positive presence and relations with the school
community. Many states require school
districts to grant home educators access to
library resources, online classes, and other
services because their children can actually
qualify to be enrolled in public school while
being educated at home (Fields-Smith &
Williams, 2009). For these reasons, many
homeschooling parents, Black and otherwise, will remain supportive of schools,
even though their children are not attending
the brick and mortar building. Upstander
Black parents should know homeschooling
state laws and policies and build relations to
be able to request resources and support in
the best interest of their child. Table 3 offers
a sample of resources with descriptions for
parents to consider. An increasing number
of Black homeschooling parents and orga-
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nizations are making important strides with
their children (The Associated Press, 2005).
Finally, we encourage parents of gifted
Black students to use this information as you
contemplate homeschooling. Before making
a final decision, inquire of gifted program
educators about their views on implementing
and perhaps standardizing gifted program
support services for Black students at all levels
(elementary, middle, and high school). Many
parents have the ability to inspire educators
to put a better foot forward, to enhance parent engagement, and to improve educational
partnerships between the school and Black
community. Ultimately, when we collaborate
effectively to promote excellence and bridge
cultural discontinuity between home and
school, we can convince upstander Black parents to resist the temptation to remove their
gifted children from public schools and educate them at home. 0
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Kathleen Nilles,
editor

Recursos Para
los Padres de
Familia: Helping
Your Gifted Child
to Succeed
(First brochure
for parents in
Spanish)
bit.ly/3lrFs4o

Timely
Information for
Parents (TIP)
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bit.ly/NAGC_TIP

Success Strategies
for Parenting Gifted
Kids: Expert Advice
from the National
Association for
Gifted Children
(published by
Prufrock Press)

Numerous
COVID-19
resources
and At-Home
Summer Fun for
Creative Kids &
Families

Parenting For
High Potential
celebrates 25th
anniversary

Parent Editorial
Content &
Advisory Board
formed, uniting
all parent
committees
under one
umbrella

Nurturing Gifted
African American
Children
Gifted African American children may exhibit
giftedness differently than others. Parents
and educators must be aware of important
nuances to identify and support them.
Parents of gifted African American students have an important role in their child’s
education. Knowing the hurdles gifted African American children may face is the best way
for parents to ensure positive academic and social experiences for their children in school.

IDENTIFICATION
According to the NAGC Position Statement Identifying & Serving Culturally & Linguistically
Diverse Gifted Students, scholars agree there are many challenges in creating equitable
identification procedures for culturally and linguistically diverse students, including
African American gifted children.
Intelligence testing can create barriers for identifying gifted African American students,
as intelligence test scores are sometimes lower for racially and culturally diverse
students. Many districts rely on verbal ability tests and high cutoff scores, which can
unfairly discriminate. A better solution is to use one or more of the following strategies
for identifying African American gifted students:
Non-verbal tests. Non-verbal tests focus on reasoning ability instead of language and
other academic knowledge.
Universal screening and local norms. Universal screening (assessing all students within a
grade, school, or district) gives all children the opportunity to show their strengths. Local
norms (scores calculated among students of similar backgrounds) allow children’s scores
to be compared to other students in their school or district (rather than at the national or
state level), thus highlighting those students within the school who need more challenge.
Rating scales. Rating scales provide information about a child that extends beyond test
scores. These scales often assess characteristics of giftedness and observable behaviors
such as creativity, leadership, motivation, problem solving, inquisitiveness, humor, and
academic abilities. Two options include the Traits, Aptitudes and Behaviors Scale (TABS) and
the Torrance Tests of Creative Thinking (TTCT).
Portfolios. Portfolios provide an opportunity for educators to judge a product or
collection of work that represents a student’s knowledge or problem-solving ability, and
offer insight into the best ways to support students in gifted education programming.

This guidebook provides parents with the
support and resources they need to help
their children find success. Topics include
characteristcs and development of gifted
children, educational options, and twiceexceptional students. Parenting Gifted Children
represents the best thinking of parents,
teachers, and scholars who have written for
Parenting for High Potential.
Nonmember $21.95
Member $19.75

The CD-ROM is designed as a map around
five “Mile Markers,” that represent different
aspects of nurturing gifted children, each
serving as an indicator of “learning places” one
might experience during the developmental
stages of a gifted child’s life. It contains
hundreds of articles, checklists, and links
to trusted resources pulled by parents and
educators.
Nonmember $24.95

Member $22.50

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
» Teachers can overlook potential
gifted behaviors in African
American students, but parents
are in a key position to notice traits
of giftedness in their child.
» Take time to understand
characteristics of giftedness,
identification procedures, and
programming options so you can
interact effectively with the school.
» Get involved at school! Knowing
the staff and daily operations can
help when thinking about ways to
meet your child's educational
needs.
Dig Deeper: Identification
NAGC Position Statement:
Identifying & Serving Culturally
& Linguistically Diverse Gifted
Students, www.nagc.org
Torrance Tests of Creative
Thinking, www.ststesting.com
Search: A New Window for
Looking at Gifted Children, A
Guidebook by M. M. Frasier et al

www.nagc.org

Name and focus
broadened for
Parent & Family
Network: Now the
Parent, Family, &
Community Network

At-Home Summer Fun for
Creative Kids & Families
Special thanks to NAGC’s Parent Editorial Content & Advisory Board,
Jessica LaFollette, Ph.D., and Tracy Elford for compiling these fun activities!
National Association for Gifted Children
1331 H Street NW, Suite 1001
Washington, DC 20005
202-785-4268
www.nagc.org
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Observe the full
moon tonight through
binoculars or a telescope.
Sketch a drawing of the
moon and give creative
names to different areas.
Compare your ideas to the
real names astronomers
have chosen.

12

6

Teach yourself hand
lettering. 50 Hand
Lettering Ideas! 50 Ways
to Change Up Your Writing
Style!

Learn
Hand
Lettering

7

Build a Rube Goldberg
contraption from
simple machines you have
around the house. Use
This Too Shall Pass for
inspiration.

July

1

Design a robot that will
clean your room.
STEM Activity: Design
a Smart Room-Cleaning
Robot

2

Create a wacky
indoor or outdoor
obstacle course with
furniture and household
items. Then try timing
yourself to improve your
personal best race time.

3

Dress up as your
favorite hero or
villain from the American
Revolution and take a
selfie. Imagine how that
person would try to solve
the problems we face today
then turn your selfie into a
meme.

4

8

9

10

11

Do an “I See Change”
investigation to help
with climate change.
www.iseechange.org/

Make a birdfeeder out
of peanut butter and
seeds. Identify and tally
what kind and how many
birds visit it in an afternoon.

Learn to draw
your favorite book
characters using How to
Draw Characters in Books.
Then create a story where
two unlikely characters
become friends or enemies.

Research John Philip
Sousa and share
some facts with your
family. Listen to three of his
marches and choose your
favorite one. If you want to
get silly, march around your
home as if you were in a
band while the music plays.

Play balloon
volleyball or tennis.
Then create your own rules
for a new balloon
game.

13

Choose and
contribute to a
citizen science project.
Go to SciStarter’s Project
Finder

14

Recreate a work of
art with household
objects. Getty Artworks
Recreated with Household
Items by Creative Geniuses
the World Over

15

Send someone
a message with
invisible ink in 5 different
ways. How to Make an
Invisible Ink Message

16

Make rock candy
in a glass. How to
Make Rock Candy
with Kids

17

Collect all the spare
change you can find
in the house and total up its
value. Take it to the bank to
exchange for cash or put in
a savings account.

18

19

Plan a picnic where
you only eat foods
that are round (grapes,
crackers, etc.). Eat your
outdoor meal surrounded
by circular art made from
sidewalk chalk and string.
Don’t forget the hula hoop
contest!

20

Make sidewalk
chalk paint and
decorate a sidewalk.
DIY Sidewalk Chalk Paint
for End of Summer

21

Organize all the
books on a shelf
in your room. Sort them
by subject, author’s last
name, or make up your own
system. Select at least 3
books to pass on to a friend
or family member.

22

Learn to churn
your own butter.
How to Make Homemade
Butter

23

Exercise your
hand-eye
coordination by trying a
blind contour drawing. Blind
Contour Drawing Tutorial

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Make a pop-up card
to send to someone.
How to Make Pop Up Cards

Happy
Birthday

Treat your family to
a spa day.

Elementary: Read Fancy
Nancy: Ooh La La! It’s
Beauty Day first. 3 DIY
Edible Face Masks Perfect
For a Kids Spa Sleepover
Secondary: 7 Easy DIY
Face Masks for Bright,
Glowing Skin

Organize a Water
Olympics.
25 Water Games For Kids

Glue an old map
onto a piece of
poster board. Use markers
to highlight the route of an
interesting trip. Then cut the
map into pieces to make a
personalized geography
puzzle.

Collect interesting
flowers, twigs,
grass, and leaves to make a
Nature Weaving.
Nature Weaving For Young
Children

Hold a paper
airplane contest.
Try out different airplane
designs to see which flies
the furthest. How to Make a
Paper Airplane

Measure and
calculate the area
of your backyard or a large
room in your house. Draw a
diagram to show how many
people could be together
there if everyone had to
stand 6 feet apart.

Set up a camping
tent to sleep
in tonight (outdoors or
indoors). Don’t forget
a flashlight, blankets,
and your favorite
books.

Celebrate your
favorite December
holiday in July! Cook your
favorite holiday meal, give
gifts to each person in
your family, and make a
traditional holiday craft
together.

Use a pizza box
to build a solarpowered oven and cook
something in it. How to
Make a DIY Solar Oven

National Association for Gifted Children | December 2021

3

