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For more than a quarter century, the field of gifted 
education has wrestled with two separate, but related issues: 

1) a widespread failure to identify and serve 
underrepresentedpopulations and 

2) limited data documenting άǿƘŀǘ ǿƻǊƪǎέ in gifted 
education.

the PROBLEM
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Χto increase our understanding of

1. Identification policies and procedures
2. Instructional approaches
3. Program curricula and content
4. Predictors of success

the GOAL
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ÅAnalyze State District Gifted Education Plans
ÅSurvey All Districts and Schools about Gifted Identification and Service 

Policies and Practices in Three States
ÅAnalyze 3rd, 4th, and 5th Grade Student Reading and Mathematics 

Achievement for Current 8th Grade Students
ÅIdentify Schools that Successfully Include and Serve Underrepresented 

Populations with Gifted Services

ÅConduct Case Studies of 24 Schools and 9 Districts to Determine Which 
Practices and Services are Most Effective

Å5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ά²Ƙŀǘ ²ƻǊƪǎ /ƭŜŀǊƛƴƎƘƻǳǎŜέ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ {ǘǳŘȅ .ŀǎŜŘ
on Findings from Year 1-3
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133 Variables for 
293 State District 

Gifted Plans

362,254 8th-Grade 
{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ aŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ 

Reading Achievement 
in Grades 3, 4, and 5

332 District 
Survey 

Responses 
(78%-90% 
Response)

2419 School 
Survey 

Responses
(53% [45-68%] 
Response - 80% 

Title 1)

2 
Comprehensive 

Literature 
Reviews

202 Interview 
Transcripts
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First identify in...
Kind. - .9%
1st ς2.8%
2ndς27.8%
3rdς53.6%
4thς12.0%
5thς1.6%
None of the above ς
1.3%
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Probability of 
Being 
Identified as 
Gifted after 
Controlling 
for 
Achievement 
in State 1



Probability of 
Being 
Identified as 
Gifted after 
Controlling 
for 
Achievement 
in State 2



Probability of 
Being 
Identified as 
Gifted after 
Controlling 
for 
Achievement 
in State 3
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What is the 
relationship between 
the % of free and 
reduced lunch 
students in a school  
and the % of 
students identified as 
gifted?

-.31
-.56
-.64


